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There are stories in the Vedas and Puranas of apsaras or celes- 
tial nymphs becoming infatuated with mortals. But, in this folk- 
tale from Kutch, the apsara, Hothal, is fond of the earth itself. 
However, when she incure the displeasure of Indra and is born in 
the world of mortals, chance brings her face to face with Odha. 
Their love is the theme of this story. 

Apsaras are known for their beauty and fragility. But Hothal 
combined beauty with bravery. In fact, it was her valour which 
won Odha's admiration. It came as a surprise to him that the 
“young man’ who had won his heart, was a women in disguise. 

Even to this day the poignant story of Hothaland Odha is popular 
an over Gujarat. å 
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HOTHAL , THE BEAUTIFUL APSARA, HAD JUST SPENT 
Å BRIEF PERIOD IN BHARAT, WHERE MORTALS 
LIVE. SHE WAS NOW RETURNING TO AMARAVATI, 
THE ABODE OF THE GODS: 


|HOTHAL JOINED HER FRIENDS IN THEIR LIFE OF HOW CAN THAT BE? 
AIMLESS MERRIMENT BUT SHE FOUND NO THEY HAVE TO TOL 
[PLEASURE IN IT. SHE LONGED TO GO BACK ور‎ ON EARTH. 
BHARAT 


WEARING HERE! 
WHY ARE YOU | PEOPLE ON 


EARTH ARE 50 


THEY DO, BUT 
THAT'S THE SECRET 
OF THEIR 
HAPPINESS. 


€ Å CELESTIAL NYMPH + INDIA 


ITIS WORK 
WHICH MAKES THE LEISURE 
THAT FOLLOWS 80 
PLEASANT 


[HOTHAL WATCHED 


SILENTLY AS HER 
FRIENDS JOINED 
THE OTHERS. 


THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND 
ME HERE ANY MORE . WISH 
I WERE BACK IN BHARAT. 


ONE DAY HOTHAL WAS DANCING BEFORE 
INDRA; THE LORD OF THE DEVAS. SHE 
RECREATED THE BEAUTIFUL SCENES SHE 
HAD SEEN IN BHARAT AND THE AUDIENCE 
WAS IN RAPTURES . 


BUT YOU 
WILL HAVE 
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THE NEXT MOMENT HOTHAL WAS [THE KING OF A SMALL PRINCIPALITY IN 
TRANSFORMED INTO A BABY AND WESTERN GUJARAT FOUND THE BABY- 
FOUND HERSELF CARRIED TO | POORIBABY LITO 

I QUITE ALONE | 


l 
\ 


[THE KING 

700K THE) 
BABY 
HOME. 


PRETTIER 
EVERY DAY! 


THEN, SUDDENLY, BAMBHANIYA BADSHAH 
OF SINDH ATTACKED AND RANSACKED 


Ori 


(THEY FOUND SHELTER IN A CAVE ON THE KING AND HOTHAL LIVED 
| MOUNT KANARA: BA LONE IN THE JUNGLE. HE TAUGHT 
^ MENN |FOTHAL SWORD FIGHTING.-. 


| WILL MAKE YOU PAY 
FOR THIS! | GETTING BETTER 
EVERY DAYI 


THE YEARS WENT By AND HOTHAL 
GREW INTO A YOUNG WOMAN. HER 期 W | HAD HOPED. 
FATHER, wio WAS NOW GETTING | | TO SEE YOU 


OLD, WAS HAPPILY 
FUTURE. Fn و‎ xi last 


HOTHAL, YOU HAVE 
HELPED ME BEAR 

MY MISFORTUNES. 
BUT WHO IN 

TURN WILL 


TO YOU, 
FATHER 2 
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HUSH ! YOU 
ARE THE LIGHT 
OF MY OLD 
AGE, CHILD. A 


MY DEAREST 
WISH HAS 
REMAINED 
UNFULFILLED. 


I WILL DO IT 
FOR YOU, FATHER, 


I HAD 
HOPED YOU 
VOULD, HOTHAL. 
THAT'S wity 
ITAUGHT YOU 
ALL THE ARTS| 


THEN LET'S NOT TALK 
OF MARRIAGE AGAIN ! 
ا‎ I WON'T LEAVE YOU; AND 
Å NO YOUNG MAN WOULD 
AGREE TO SHARE 


~ Gat 
ND 


AVENGE THE 
RAVAGING 


[SOME DAYS LATER, THE OLD KING DIED, 
LEAVING HOTHAL ALL ALONE. 


T HAVEN'T 

DAT FORGOTTEN MY 

B. PROMISE, FATHER. 
BAMBHANIYA WILL 
TASTE DEFEAT. 


[HOTHAL LOST NO TIME IN CARRYING OUT) | THERE WAS ANOTHER PERSON ALSO 
HEADING TOWARDS SINDH— ODHAJAM. 
OF KUT. A. 


AT MIDDAY ODHA CAMPED NEAR A LAKE AFTER A WHILE „HE HEARD HIS MEN 
TALKING — 


OUR CERN ENT 

“w YOU CAN EXTRICATE THE 

ARROW WHICH I WILL AIM 

AT THE TRUNK OF THAT 
TREE! 


HMM. AN 7 
INTERESTING $ 
YOUNG MAN LA 287 


THE YOUNG RAJPUT PULLED OUT THE 


WELL DONE, YOUNG 
MAN. TELL ME, WHO 
ARE YOU Z 


+: AND YOU 
WILL HEAR MORE. 
WAIT TILL HE 

GETS TO SINDH. 


Smar CAMPO: kalba. 


WHY NOT $ BUT WE 
MUST SHARE EQUALLY 
BOTH THE EFFORT 

AND THE GAIN. 


HIS CAMELS ARE HIS 
PRIZED POSSESSIONS. 


ODHAJAM! HAVE 

YOU CONSIDERED HOW 

BEST WE CAN INSULT 
BAMBĦANIVA 2 


WELL, IT'S TRUE. AND 

VISHAL DEV HELPED ME 
IN MY DISTRESS-PIRANA 
PATAN 15 MY HOME 


THEY REACHED NAGAR SAMO! AT MIDNIGHT AND 
STEALTHILY APPROACHED THE ROYAL CAMEL PEN» 


im 


7 GUARDS 
| ARE FAST 


WITHOUT | 
WAKING THE 
pou 


ONE ET‏ ا 
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|EKAL BENT DOWN AND RAISED THE GATE ON HIS BACK 


(HE NEN ENTERED THE PEN AND TRIED YO LEAD TRE ا‎ 
(Bir TY REFUSED TO OBEY THE STRANGERS. e re 
CNET 
prem 


IN A PANIC, ODHA'S MEN TRIED TO DRI 
THE CAMELS OUT. BUT THEY WOULDN'T 
suce. 


COME NEARER 


ME 


[SMELLING 175 OWN BLOOD, THE CAMEL 
FOLLOWED EKALMAL - 


WHAT A NARROW. 
A = ESCAPE! I AM LUCKY) 
THE NEXT MOMENT ALL THE TO HAVE FOUND | 
|CAMELS FOLLOWED THEIR LEADER. SUCH A BRAVE. 
2 AND CLEVER 
FRIEND- 


¡MEN LED THE CAMELS AWAY. EKAL AND 
TURNED TO DEAL WITH THE GUARDS 


> BAMBHANIYA. 


AS ODHA!S MEN DEPARTED, THE TWO FRIENDS 


SEE THAT CLOUD 

OF PUST ? THAT MUST 

BE BAMBNANIYA'S 
ARMY APPROACHING. 


NO, ODHAILET HIN 
TO GO BACK; OR HIS WIFE COME | WE MUST 
WILL BECOME A WIDOW. TEACH HIM 


[EKAL MOVED LIKE A WHIRLWIND ANO | [HE EVEN MANAGED TO SHOOT DOWN THE 
KILLED EVERY SOLDIER WHO f) [CANOPY OF BAMBHANIYA'S CHARIOT. 
STOOD IN 113 WAY. 


BEFORE BAMBHANISA'B SOLDIERS 
COULD PICK UP THE FALLEN. لے‎ 
CANOPY, EKAL SNATEHED IT UP» 


SE 
WHAT AMAZING 


COURAGE! WHO 65 
THIS MAN ° 


FULL OF ADMIRATION FOR THE DISGUISED 
WARRIOR, BAMBHANIVA SHOUTED ACROSS 


AFTER BAMBHANIYA 
RETREATED 


WHY DID EKAL TURN 
DOWN THAT MAGNI- 
FICENT OFFER 2 WHY 
15 HE SO LOVAL To 
ME? 


BE BOUGHT. 


SINCERE AND BRAVE 
SOLDIERS CAN NEVER 


'ODHAJAMI WHAT ARE VOU. | [PEY መወ THE SPOT WHERE 
LAS sopera MERE | 


ODHA NOTICED THAT THE CAMELS ON ONE SIDE WERE ROBUST WHILE THOSE ON THE 
OTHER SIDE LOOKED RATHER. WEAK. p- 


CENTRE OF EACH GROUP OF CAMELS, 
SHARES. 
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NOW YOU. - Z THANK YOU. HAVE | |IF THE CAMELS 
GN Take WIE RECEIVED my SHARE | (MEANT NOTHING 
«OUR SHARE, ro ou we DD 


THE DEPARTED 
SOUL OF MY FATHER. 
MUST BE AT 
PEACE NOW. 


6 FB «ow COULD 1 FORGET 
DON'T FORGET A «ou, ODHA!I WILL BE. 
YOUR ODHA- 1 VA ማርት LIKE THE BABIDI BIRD 
5 IN THE DESERT AND 

CALL OUT YOUR 
NAME ALL MY LIFE! 


[THEN EKAL CONTROLLED HIS FEELINGS. 


| BUT ONE THING 
PUZZLES ME.HOW) 
15 IT YOU TALKEI 
TO ME LIKE A 
WOMAN WHEN 
WE PARTED 2. 
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WORLD. I CANNOT 

LIVE WITHOUT YOU. 

I AM COMING TO 
YOU. 


HE CALLED HIS 
SOLDIERS. 


mere ARE YOU 
TAKING ME, 


1] [THE HORSE, JAMBUMOR, BORE ODHA 
SEVERAL MILES AWAY TO A LAKE. 
CALLED CHAKHASAR. 


THAT I6 EKAL'S HORSE! AND 
ASN THOSE ARE HIS BELONGINGS! 
MY FRIEND MUST BE NEAR! 


‚HOTHAL 
WANDERING AROUND IN SEARCH OF EKALMAL, 
[ODHA CLIMBED UPA M 

[^ 


(THERE 15 EKAL 


1 WAS LOOKING | ves! HE HAS GONE 
FOR MY FRIEND, | TO THE OTHER SIDE 
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WELL, HE DOESN'T 27 vou! you know my VA 

A| ANSWER 2 A FINE NAME «AND YOU LOOK 
FRIEND YOU HAVE, LIKE EKAL! WHO ARE 


LOOK CLOSELY AT 1 WAS CERTAIN YOU 
MY FACE. DON'T WOULD COME TO LOOK 
FØR YOUR LONELY 
FRIEND! 


YOUR HISTORY MAKES YOU 
EVEN MORE IRRESISTIBLE, 
HOTHAL.| CAN'T LIVE. 
WITHOUT YOU. WILL 
YOU MARRY MES 


IF YOU WILL 
PROMISE ME 
ONE THING! 


PA 
GE TOLD HIM TME WHOLE STORY, 
| BEGINNING WITH HER BANISHMENT 
BY INDRA 


YOU MUST NOT DISCLOSE` 


[THEY WERE VERY HAPPY TOGETHER WITH THEIR TWO SONS, 


amar NTE KONE 
Bey" pow BE ANGRY 
Y WITH THEM. THEY ARE 


TET THEN THE ¿oup Ge OF PENDKE WAS HERO] 


/ሠ po vou 
DISTURB MY 


++ AND, HOTHAL, THEY 
REMIND ME OF MY CHILDHOOD. 


I MISS MY HOMELAND. | WANT, 
TO VISIT KUTCH AGAIN! 


WHY, ODHAJAM 2 
AREN'T YOU HAPPY f 
[THEY STARTED ON THE JOURNEY AT 
|ONCE. AS THEY NEARED KUTCH, ODHA'S 


[FA MAN rever FORGETS V THEN LETS 
HIS HOMELAND -TAM LIKE | GO TO KUTCH, 
DEAR ODHAJAM, | | DELIGHT INCREASED. 
IF IT WILL MAKE 
ANL THAT THE 
İİ BORDER or MY Home- 
d LAND! DON'T YOU FEEL 


A SLEEPLESS CHILD, 
MOTHAL, WHO LONGS FOR. 
ITS MOTHER'S LAP. 
THAT THESE CLOUDS, 
BIRDS, ANIMALS AND 
TREES ARE WEL- 
COMING US 2 


BUT WILL YOUR 


THAT'S A GOOD IDEA. 
PLL COME BACK SOON. WAIT 
TILL YOU SEE HOW THE 

|| PEOPLE GREET ME. YOU'LL 
HEAR THEIR SHOUTS 
EVEN HERE! 


BUT WHEN HE ARRIVED W KUTCH, HE WAS NOT | [NOBODY HERE REMEMBERS 
RECOGNISED. 


OH, ODHANYA, BE 
STILL A WHILE! 


10 
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== GIL 
KILLED IF YOU ARE 
FOUND HERE YOUR 
BROTHER THE RAA, MS 
ር 


FEARS AND HATES 
YOU. / 


4 
I WILL LEAVE. Sa 
IMMEDIATELY. 5 
CA Ler HM RULE 1 
ICA UNDISTURBED. "8 VIK 
| ar 1 ji 


CCP 


[OPNA RETURNED IMMEDIATELY TO ےس‎ TO PIRANA 
[ANO HIS SONS, AND TOLD THEM ABOUT PATAN, TO MY 


COUSIN, VISHAL, 
DEV. 


HIS BROTHER + 


"IT WASN'T 


[N PIRANA BATAN, VISHAL DEV 
RECEIVED GOMA WITH AFFECTION. 


'ODHA I I HAD GIVEN 
UP HOPE OF EVER 
SEEING YOU. YOU ARE | 6 
WELCOME — AND 
YOUR FAMILY TOO, 


ሙጫ ዮሩ 
NO, CHILDREN | THAT 17 YOu HEARD THAT, / YES, 
19 THE HAUNT OF A | JESSAL! DON’T YOU Y JAKHARA! 

ኒ FEEL IT'S A WE MUST 
N CHALLENGE? 


"TO WHICH FAMILY 
DOES SHE BELONG? 


THEY ARE NEPHEWS (THE JHALAS.-2) 
OF THE GREAT 
JHALAS + 


መ= VALUSA 
2ኢ oria. 


TELL THE TRUTH 

OR ALL OF US 
WILL HAVE TO 
- pi 


IT DOESN'T MATTER! 
A BAD NAME IS 
WORSE. THAN 


THEIR PRAISE FELL OM ODHA'S EARS | 
|LIKE THUNDERING DRUM BEATS. 


(FIS WORST FEARS CAME TRUE WHEN HE 
|RUSHED INTO THE INNER APARTMENT 一 


HOW 
FORTUNATE 
YOU ARE, 


ABOUT THE LOVE OF HOTHAL 
AND ODHA- اس‎ 


TE 
PREP, OR 
SUMMA got Ps, 
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